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REMARKS 

The Examiner rejected pending claims 2-37 as obvious in view of DeFalco. Applicants 
traverse the rejections with respect to the amended claims for the IbUowing reasons. 

Amended claims 2, 10. and 18 concern a medium feeding apparatus for feeding a medium 
including at least one align roller to align a medium in a path. A feed assistance member 
includes a shaft and a feed assistance roller ratably mounted to the shaft and positioned to apply 
pressure on the medium in the path to stabilize the medium while the medium is being aUgned in 
the path by the at least one ahgn roller. The feed assistance member is not rotably connected to 
the align roller and the feed assistance roller is not vertically aligned with any roller. 

Applicants amended claims 2, 10, and 18 to remove the term "ahgn" to clarify that the 
feed assistance roller is not vertically aligned with any roller. 

In the Final Office AcHon, the Examiner cited feed assistance roller 74, shown in FIGs. 1 
and 4 in rejecting claims 2, 10, and 18. (Fmal Office Action, pgs. 1-2). As shown in FIG. 4, the 
roller 74 is vertically aligned with a counter roller 70. afig, DeFalco, col. 2, lines 54-59. Thus, 
neither the cited roller 74 nor counter roller 70 teaches or suggest the claim requirement that the 
feed assistance roller is not verticaUy aligned with any roUer. In fact, the cited roller system 70 
and 74 of DeFalco teaches the exact opposite in that cited roller 74 and counter roller 70 are 
shown in FIG. 4 as vertically aligned. 

Further, other loUers the Examiner referenced in the previous OfBce Action, such as 
roller (59), as weU as rollers 45 and 47 are vertically aligned with rollers 44, 46, and 55, 
respectively. 

For these reasons. Applicants submit that the independent claims 2, 1 0, and 1 8 are 
patentable over the cited DeFalco because DeFalco, nor any other cited art, teaches or suggests 
the requirement that the feed assistance roller is not vertically aligned with any roller. 

Apphcants rewrote claims 3, 12, and 21 in independent form to include aU the 
requirements of base claims 2, 10, and 18. respectively. Applicants submit that claims 3, 1 1. and 
21 are patentable over DeFalco for the reasons discussed above with respect to claims 2, 10. and 
18 and because the additional requirements of claims 3, 12, and 21 are not disclosed in DeFalco. 
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The Exammer cited the roUer 74, which is aligaed with counter roller 70, as the claimed 
feed assistance member. Claims 3, 12, and 21 additionally require that the at least one aUgn 
roller comprises at least one vertical aUgn roller to align the medium in the vertical direction. A 
lateral align roller to align the medium in the lateral direction, wherein the feed assistance 
member is mounted between one lateral align roller and one vertical align roller. 

Applicants submit that FIG. 1 of DeFalco does not disclose the cited roller 74 or 70 
mounted between one lateral aUgn roller and one vertical aUgn roUer as claimed. 

In the Final Office Action, the Examiner found that DeFalco teaches that roller 47 is 
vertically aligned and that roller 59 is laterally aligned as shown in FIGs. 1 and 3. (Final Office 
Action, pg. 2) Although DeFalco shows rollers that are vertically and lateraUy aligned, nowhere 
does the cited DeFalco suggest a feed assistance member as claimed, i.e., not vertically aligned 
with any roller, mounted between one lateral and one vertical align roUers. Accordingly, claims 
3, 12, and 21 provide additional grounds of patentability over the cited art. 

Dependent claims 4-9. 27, 28, 32, 33; 1 1, 13-17. 30, 31, 34. and 35; and 19. 20, and 22- 
26, 29, 36, and 37 are patentable over the cited art because they depend from one of the 
independent claims discussed above. Further, claims 7, 16. 28, and 31-37 provide additional 
grounds of patentability over the cited art for the reasons discussed below. 

Claims 7 and 16 depend from claims 2 and 10 and fiuther recite that tlie total weight of 
the feed assistance roller is applied onto the medium. The Examiner found the col. 2, lines 41 -49 
of DeFalco taught this requirement. (First Office Action, pg. 3) Applicant traverses. 

The cited col. 2, lines 41-49 of DeFalco mentions that the weight of the rollers and the 
friction of rubber 50 is sufficient to transport sheets of paper. Rubber 50 is the layer of mbber 
covering the lobes of the rollers 44, 46, 55 that transport the p^. (DeFalco, col. 2, lines 19- 
21). This cited section nowhere mentions the cl aim requirement that the total weight of the feed 
assistance roller, or what DeFalco calls the rollers 45. 47, and 58, is applied onto the medium. 
Instead, DeFalco only mentions that the weight of the idler rollers and friction of the rubber 40 
on the rollers that transport the paper, lobed rollers 44, 46, 55, is sufficient to pennit the paper to 
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move through the verticaUy aligned rollers. For these reasons, claims 7 and 16 provide further 
grounds of patentability over the cited art. 

Claims 28 and 31 depend fiom claims 3 and 12. and further require that the at least one 
vertical align roller comprises two vertical align roUers, and wherein the feed assistance roUer is 
fblher mounted between die two vertical align rollers. 

The Examiner cited FIG, 1 of DeFalco. (First Office Action, pg. 3). As discussed, in 
DeFalco, the idlers are vertically aligned to the align rollers, i.e., they rest directly above the align 
roUers. Thus, DeFalco does not teach or suggest that the feed assistance roller is mounted 
betvveen two vertical align rollers. For this reason, claims 28 and 3 1 provide additional grounds 
for patentability over the cited art. 



Applicants submit that, for the above discussed reasons, the pending claims 1-37 are 
patentable over the art of record. Applicants have submitted herewith a form authorizing 
charging of a credit card for the fee for rewriting certain dependent claims into independent form. 
Should any additional fees be required, please charge Deposit Account No. 50-0585. / 

The attorney of record invites the Examiner to contact him at (310) 553-7§77 if th/ 
Examiner believes such contact would advance the prosecutiojj^the case. 

Dated: November 28, 2001 




Please dir ect all correspondences tn - 
David Victor 

Konrad Raynes & Victor LLP 

1 180 South Beveiiy Drive, Ste. 501 

Los Angeles, CA 90035 

Tel: 310-553-7977 

Fax:310.556-7984 



: W. Victor 
Reg. No.: 39,867 
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VERSION WTTH MARlOlvns Tn SWOW rw Aivnr c ^ ^ |>F 
Claims 1, 3, 10, 12. 18, and 21 have been amended and claims 32-37 added as follows: 

2. (Thrice Amended) A medium feeding apparatus coraprising: 
at least one align roller to align a medium in a path; and 
a feed assistance member comprising: 

(i) a shaft; ^ 

(ii) a feed assistance roller rotably mounted to the shaft and positioned to apply 
pressure on the medium in the path to stabilize the medium while the medium is being 
aligned in the path by the at least one align roller, wherein the feed assistance member is 
not rotably comiected to the align roUer. and wherein the feed assistance roller is not 
vertically aligned with any [align] roller. 

3. (Twice Amended) [The medium feeding apparatus of claim 2.1 A medium 
feeding ap paratus coTnp rfsinf^- 

[wherein the at least one align roller comprises] at least one vertical align roller to align 
the medium in the vertical direction! [and further comprising] 

a lateral align roUer to aUgn the medium in the lateral direction^: and 
a feed aaaistanr e member comprising : 
Li) a shaft: and 

m a feed assistance roller r ot^hly mo unted to the .h^ft and Dosittr.neH fn .p piy 
pressure on thr. mHinm in th>> p a th to stabilize th e medmm whil. medinm f. 
aliened in the path by the .r l.^^t one alio. ..),e rein f..A 

not rotably connerted to th. .M^ roller, wh^efn W assi.t.n.. w ... 
aligned with any roller .Tid wherein the feed assistance member is mounted between one 
lateral align roller and one vertical align roller. 
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1 0. (Thrice Amended) A medium processing device including a medium feeding 
apparatus to feed the medium through a feed path in the processing device, wherein the medium 
feeding apparatus comprises: 

at least one align roller to aUgu a medium in a path^ and 

a feed assistance member comprising: 

(i) a shaft; 

(ii) a feed assistance roUer rotably mounted to the shaft and positioned to apply 
pressure on the medium in the path to stabilize the medium while the medium is being 
aUgned in the path by the at least one aHgn roller, wherein the feed assistance member is 
not rotably comiected to the ahgn roller, and wherein the feed assistance roller is not 
vertically aligned with any [align] roller. 

12. (Twice Amended) [The medium processing device of claim 1 OJ A medium 
g rocessing device including a medium fredi.. .nn.r.t,.. r., d the m.di.,n. tw„.K . .... ^..r, 
in the processing device, wherein the m^Hinm f e eding ap parat,.^ r^rr^^.^.. 

[wherein the at least one align roller comprises] at least one vertical align roller to align 
the medium m the vertical direction, [and wherein the medium feeding apparatus further 
comprises] 

a lateral align roller to align the medium in the lateral direction[,]i 
a feed assistan ce member comp risinp;- 

(i) a shaft- anri 

(ii) a feed as.si,<^anrP roller rotahly mounted in th. and Do.itir,T,.^ f» .^^.u, 
pressure on the medium in the path t o stabilize the m edium whil. M,. ^ ediuin i. h.^n. 
■ aliened in the path hythe at l^^t one ali^ rnll.r w.^.^ the feed ...i.t.r.r. 

not rotably cnnne^.t.H to thr .h>n roller, wherein th. f^^ assistance mU^ ..w.v„n,, 

a lifflied with any roller ^d wherein the feed assistance member is mounted between one 
lateral align roller and one vertical align roller. 
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1 8. awice Amended) A feed assistance ^paratus for feeding a mediunx in a medium 
processing ^paratus, comprising: 

at least one aHgn roller for feeding the medium; 

a member portion contacting said medium being fed to increase a ftictioral force 

generated on the medium While the medium is bemg aligned in the pathbythe at least one align 
roller; ^ 

wherein the member portion is not rotably connected to the align roller, and wherein the 
member portion is not vertically aUgned with any [align] roller. 

2 1 . (Amended) [The feed assistance appamhis of claim 1 8.] ^^edassistance 
apparatus for fr.viing a medium in . medium .rn.^.,-.^ .^ T-^tu.. .on,nr,-.^n.. 

[wherein the at least one align roller comprises] at least one vertical aUgn roller to align 
the medium m the vertical direction [and further comprising] 

a lateral align roller to align the medium in the lateral direction[,]i 

a member portion rontRctinr nid medinm h.^n^ ..a /fi,..-..,, 

Sgn^atedoa^edium while the m ^ ium b e m p .li^M in the ..t^ w th. .t 1.... ... ..^ 

roller: and ^ 

wherein the membn- portion nntT.t^lvc..n^t^ ... 
Tnemher portion is not vertically alipned vith .nyn^IW nnrl wherein the member portion is 
mounted between one lateral align roller and one vertical align roller. 
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